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still benevolent neutrality at Amritsar in December 1919,
to their declaration of war at Calcutta nine months later.

THE NON-COOPERATION MOVEMENT CAPTURES
CONGRESS

The special session of the Congress at Calcutta was held (in
September 1920) under the presidency of Lajpat Rai. Mr.
Gandhi had had long previous confabulations with the Moslem
leaders and only after they had assured him that Moslems
could and would adopt a "non-violent" form of "non-coopera-
tion," he agreed to launch his Satyagraha for the benefit and
with the help of the Moslems. Originally the offensive was
to have had only too objectives; removal of the Khilafat and
Punjab wrongs; but Motilal Nehru suggested to Mr. Gandhi
that the absence of Swaraj lay at the root of these two particular
wrongs, and so the obtaining of Swaraj was added as a third
item, for the attainment of which the Non-Cooperation move-
ment1 was launched. Consequently when Mr. Gandhi made
his great speech,2 he proposed that "in view of (i) Khilafat
and (2) Punjab (April 1919) wrongs, no contentment in India
without redress of these two wrongs is possible and to prevent
a repetition of similar wrongs the establishment of Swarajya
is needed." Hence he asked Congress to adopt a policy of
"progressive non-violent non-cooperation." "Congress," he
exclaimed, "must enforce a clear repentance, before accepting

1 The word "Satyagraha" was not used, as it -would make little appeal
to Moslems (!); hence Mr. Gandhi coined "Non-Cooperation"
instead of it, and "Non-Violence" in the place of the equally Sanskritac
and Hindu notion of "Ahirnsa."

3 Published separately by Ganesh & Co. in 1921 under the title
Swaraj m One Year. Mr. Gandhi had said that if his method was
meticulously followed by the nation, Swaraj could be obtained even
within one short year.